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The Dumbing Down  

of America 

June 6 — Rev. Tracy 
Spowls-Jenks 
Children will attend the Service 

Religious Education 

Turns the World 

Around 

June 13— RE Committee 
This morning we thank those who 
have participated in our Religious 
Education Program.  We will also 
have a presentation by the 7/8 grad-
ers and the 1/2 graders.  There will 
be lots of singing and celebrating 

today.  Please join us! 

De Colores 

June 20— Rev. Tracy 
Spowls-Jenks 
 
Today we will have a Flower Com-
munion and hear about this very 
Unitarian tradition.  Please bring a 
flower for the vase for each member 
of the family.   We would like as 
many families as possible to join us 
today, so please do plan to be at the 
service! 

June 20 is the last service before the 
summer.  Services continue through-

out the summer with lay lead and 
other speakers filling the pulpit.  
Rev. Tracy Sprowls-Jenks returns to 
the pulpit August 8.  

CAN NEW JERSEY  

CONNECT?  

June 27 - Gina Genovese  
Gina Genovese, Executive Director 
of Courage To Connect NJ will share 
her ideas for building stronger, more 
affordable communities in New Jer-
sey. When we understand that our 
sense of community is not tied to our 
government, we can begin to make 
NJ economically sustainable.  

And the seasons they go ‘round and 
‘round sings Joni Mitchell in that old 
song “The Circle Game.”   Here we 
are in June again but it seems just 
like yesterday that I was called to 
serve this congregation.  This year 
has gone by quickly for me with try-
ing to get to know you and learning 
about the culture of the congrega-
tion.  I haven’t memorized the by-
laws and I still can’t name all the 
committees and sub-committees, but 
I am learning!   

Overall, I think we have a good year 
together.  We have made some 
strides in communication and organi-

zation but in this area there is always 
more to do.  The Board has worked 
to be transparent in their work.  We 
have rejuvenated the Restoration 
Committee.  We have expanded and 
strengthened the Membership Com-
mittee.  We have had fun at the pan-
cake breakfasts and spaghetti din-
ners.  We have suffered some losses 
but in these we have deepened our 
connections as a community.  There 
is much more to be said, but I will 
share all of this in my annual report 
at the congregational meeting on 
June 6.  I am looking forward to a 
break this summer but also very ex-

cited about starting our second year 
together.   

Just a few things I want to mention 
in my last newsletter column before 
the summer break: 

On May 23rd, we had a special ser-
vice where we talked about the resto-
ration project.  We mentioned sev-
eral ways in which every member of 
the congregation could contribute to 
the project without digging deeper 
into your wallets (of course, for 
those who have not pledged to the 
campaign, please do!  See Debbie 

(Continued on page 2) 
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WORSHIP COMMITTEE 

Beyond the Pulpit — Continued From Page 1 

Gordan for a pledge form).  One way 
to contribute is to do some research 
on former ministers or large donors 
from the past.  Please talk to Guy or 
me to see how you could help us. 

Our theme this year has been about 
belonging.  We have heard some 
very moving stories this year about 
when or how people felt like they 
belonged to our community.  I hope 

this has inspired you to consider 
when you knew you belonged here.  
I hope these stories also serve to mo-
tivate you to connect in some way to 
the church other than on Sunday 
morning.  There are many opportuni-
ties in our congregation to engage 
your spirit or your intellect, your 
desire to serve or your need to be 
nurtured.  I hope and encourage you 
to join a Small Group Ministry or a 

committee or attend an Adult Reli-
gious Education class or teach in the 
RE program.  Opportunity abounds!   

Finally, next year awaits us.  What 
would you like to see happen next 
year?  What do you think our focus 
should be?  What are your dreams, 
hopes and desires?  I will be around 
most of the summer and would love 
to visit and hear your stories.   

CALL FOR SUMMER 2010 SERVICE VOLUNTEERS 

Has the cold of winter got you imag-
ining yourself in flip-flops in Au-
gust? How about picturing yourself 
leading a summer service? Summer 
services are less formal and present 
an opportunity to try something new.  

When people step forward on a sum-
mer Sunday to lead a service, they 
experience the fulfillment of leading 
the congregation in thoughtful con-
templation of something they feel is 
important. Our congregation ex-
presses the depth and breadth of its 
spiritual, intellectual, and social con-
cerns through such lay led services, 
allowing us to benefit from many 
voices. Why not lend your voice?  

As is our custom, we will have lay 
led services throughout the summer 
of 2010. The worship committee 
asks that you begin to think about 
whether you are able to contribute to 
this effort. You can lead a service on 

your own or team up with one or two 
other people. Typically a sermon 
lasts 15 minutes. If you work with a 
group on a service, each person 
would have about five minutes. 
Many ideas for services would lend 
themselves to this shared format be-
cause it would allow for multiple 
perspectives on topics that touch our 
lives in rich and varied ways. If you 
haven’t led a service before, you 
should know that the worship com-
mittee helps you create the order of 
service and provides any other guid-
ance that leaders request. The sum-
mer is a time for us to explore, and 
in that spirit, we offer this list of pos-
sible ideas for services: 

• The telephone: How do different 
generations think about this device? 
(A family with teens might be the 
perfect team for this service idea!) 

• Facebooking, twittering, texting, 

networking: Do these new verbs 
mean we are growing closer or fur-
ther apart in our relationships?  

• Feeling safe: When the news talks 
of terrorism and disasters, how do 
we cultivate a feeling of psychic 
safety? 

• Prioritizing in the midst of distrac-
tions: What is important when every-
thing is immediate? 

• Job/career changes: What is it like 
to redefine oneself? 

• Caregiving: What insights emerge 
when caring for children, friends, 
parents? 

• Pace of life: Is technology really 
saving time?  

To reserve one of these topics or 
suggest others, please contact Ralph 
Braskett, Bettina Caluori, Debbie 
Gordon, Kathy Roberson or Sally 
Young.  

Rev. Tracy’s Office Hours 

Usual office hours for Rev. Tracy are 
Tuesdays & Wednesdays from 
10AM until 3:30 PM. but it is best to 
call for an appointment. Thursdays 

she works from home. Fridays she 
writes her sermons.  Monday is her 
day off. Feel free to call Rev. Tracy 
at the office or to e-mail her at 

revtsj@fusp.org. In an emergency, 
the office administrator (M-Th, 
9AM-3PM) will be able to reach her. 
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Many good wishes for a very 
happy birthday to:  

Christianna Dobrowski  

Amy E.A. Haase  

Rowan Hinds-Brown  

Aidan McGrory          Nora Patton 

Sofia Murillo         Raya Slotoroff 

Valerie Neuhaus  

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
Religious Education 2009-2010 

This year we have had a big serv-
ing of grief and sorrow along with 
joy and celebration. Three mem-
bers of our R.E. family have died 
this year leaving us to find ways 
to remember their contributions 
and their loved ones. We have 
also welcomed two new babies 
that have helped to revive our 
senses and reconnect us to the 
cycle of life.  

In looking back over the year we 
have much to be thankful for. 
This year the Religious Education 
Program included; the children 
and youth, the Religious Educa-
tion Committee, the volunteer 
teachers/leaders, the Secret Pal 
sponsors, the mentors, the class 
room assistants, the snack help-
ers, the special guests, myself and 
Rev. Tracy; we have all put forth 

a great effort to create a program 
that is intentional, welcoming, 
and spiritual in nature. In the 
Sanctuary we have had a variety 
of activities both during the "story 
for all ages" and the multigenera-
tional services which included; 
voting for the best apple, a quiz 
about famous U.U.'s and a Bless-
ing of the Animals service. We 
had a dynamic Coming of Age 
service and Bridging Ceremony 
celebrating milestone events in 
the lives of our youth. We 
laughed and cheered at the instil-
lation of our settled minister, Rev. 
Tracy Sprowls-Jenks. We cried at 
the passing of our dear friends; 
Joan, Heather and Allan. A year 
to remember the gifts we all bring 
to the table.  

It has been a privilege and joy to 

work with the Religious Educa-
tion Committee this year. Denise, 
Chris, Susan, Jim, Kit, Kate, 
Yvonne, and Amy have all given 
their time and talents to make this 
program successful. Rev. Tracy 
has established herself as the 
spiritual to our children and youth 
in very positive and measurable 
ways. We are truly blessed for all 
the ways we are joined together in 
community.  

On June 13th we will celebrate 
the end of our R.E. program 
with class presentations, sing-
ing. and a personal testimonial 
followed by "Super Sundaes". 
Please join us for this festive 
occasion.  

Peace and Love, 
Sue Fertig,  
Director of Religious Education  

Calling all Parents, Grandpar-
ents, Aunts, Uncles, and Teachers 

June Birthdays 

How do you handle BGLT
(Bisexual/Gay/Lesbian/
Transgender) issues when chil-
dren experience intolerance to-
wards gays and lesbians. How can 
you make the children in your life 
feel safe, confident, and good 
about themselves whether they 
are gay or straight? We plan to 
offer a Welcoming Congregation 
Workshop in the fall of 2010 
called “Working with Children 
and BGLT Issues.” This work-

shop helps adults explore some of 
their anxieties around BGLT is-
sues through group discussion, 
role play and review of children’s 
books.  

Stop by our information table in 
June during coffee hour to learn 
more about this workshop. For 
more information, contact Denise 
Soppas.  

Did you know?  Article also ap-
pear on the back page of this 
newsletter. 
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LEADERSHIP COMMITTEE 
Something in the Air 

So how was that FREE  BBQ any-
way, I was away that weekend and 
missed the Restoration Service/
Media presentation/Workshop. 
Come to think of it, I was gone 
May 5-15 too and was absent for 
much of the swirl of activity that 
goes into planning the Annual 
Meeting. Deep down I was a bit 
concerned that I’d be unavailable 
to help pull together these very 
vital events and functions of our 
Society, but my woes were all un-
founded.  Strong and decisive 
leadership from the whole of our 
church leadership, and extraordi-
nary commitment from committee 
and congregational members as 
well, all pulled together to start 
wrapping up a year’s work on the 
Board, and to re-ignite the capital 
campaign for the Building Resto-
ration. 
The Restoration Committee is ex-
panding the capital campaign in a 
manner that seeks new partner-
ships and connections beyond our 
immediate membership. It will 
help us not only identify and ac-
cess financial resources, but also 
promises to develop relationships 
to help grow our congregation in 
numbers and in meaningful and 
effective outreach.  
A similar strategy could also be 
adopted to help supplement the 
Income column of our yearly op-

erating budget. At the close of 
each year that I have served on the 
Board we have been faced with 
shortfalls because we never reach 
the lofty Pledge goals set in the 
Annual Canvass. The Board is 
obligated to present a balanced 
budget to the congregation at the 
Annual Meeting and past budgets 
have typically included cutting 
committee spending, and inflating 
both Pledge and Fundraising in-
come in the HOPE that we will 
have a strong canvass or a stellar 
service auction. 
These well intentioned dreams and 
schemes typically leave us short 
of our goals despite the generosity 
of our membership and now the 
time has come to put in place 
strategies that look beyond our 
member’s checkbooks. We need 
to begin to institutionalize the 
mindset of seeking money through 
various external sources includ-
ing; grants, organizational partner-
ships, legacies etc., and we need 
your help to identify and connect 
us with these sources of supple-
mental incomes. I look forward to 
coordinating some workshops 
next year that will bring into focus 
more acutely this new thinking 
and I hope you will all find time to 
participate. 
FUSP leadership has a strong 
commitment toward capitalizing 

on one of our greatest assets, our 
facilities. While the Building Res-
toration addresses exterior needs, 
this past year we have initiated 
various organized efforts to trans-
form our Parish Hall and kitchen 
into highly functional and rentable 
commodities for parties, affairs, 
and banquets.  While our work is 
not complete; there is already a 
renewed sense of energy and or-
ganization that our shared space 
conveys in ways that have been 
dormant for as long as I can recall. 
We are seeking additional rental 
income through sharing the wor-
ship space with another congrega-
tion similar to the way we do with 
Mission Torre Fuerte; and in a 
manner that minimizes the effect 
and impact of their presence on 
our own congregation.  
We’re trying to think outside the 
box to find ways to seek new part-
ners and dollars and ultimately 
provide an enhanced sense of fi-
nancial stability and connectivity 
to the community. I look forward 
to walking these unexplored trails 
with my fellow Board members 
and with each of you as we pursue 
our coming year with vigor, confi-
dence and enthusiasm; knowing 
that a strong course of intentional 
and purposeful action today will 
help insure our presence tomorrow 
and for the rest of the tomorrows 
beyond. 

CALENDARING MEETING  

Attention Committee Chairs and 
event-planners:  

If you have events planned for next 
year, or if you think you will, please 

come to the annual calendaring 
meeting Saturday June 12 from 11 
AM to 12 PM to reserve dates for 
the 2010-2011 church year. Fund 
raisers, rehearsals, special meetings 

and other events will be added to the 
calendar that day. The earlier you 
book, the better your chances of get-
ting the dates you want! Thank you, 
Paul Caluori   
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FINANCE COMMITTEE 
AUCTION! 

Come One, Come All to FUSP’s 
Annual Service Auction! 

After the Canvass, this is FUSP’s 
largest fundraiser, and it’s also a 
great night! This year’s auction-
eer will be Guy Mastroianni. Join 
us on Saturday, June 12th, 2010 
in the Parish Hall. Doors open 
at 6:30, bidding starts at 7:00.  
Tickets are$4, which includes ap-
petizers and non-alcoholic bever-
ages. Childcare will be available. 

What is the Service Auction? 

Members and friends donate ser-

vices to the auction. This year’s 
donations include a week at a 
member’s beach house, dinners at 
the member’s home, a kayaking 
excursion, babysitting, minor 
home repairs, and organic vegeta-
bles. At the auction, people bid on 
these services, and the proceeds 
go to FUSP. You can share your 
talents with your friends and 
benefit the church as well! 

How will I know what is being 
offered? 

The auction catalogue will be 
mailed out to members and 

friends in early June. The cata-
logue will also be available at the 
Welcome Table. 

How do I donate a service? 

This is the perfect opportunity to 
share your talents, skills or time 
with your friends at FUSP. We 
will publish an addendum to the 
catalogue so if you haven’t sub-
mitted an item yet…there is still 
time! Contact Julie Walsh or 
Melissa Logan, Service Auction 
co-chairpersons, or email us at 
serviceauction@fusp.org.  

RECYCLING  

On Saturday, July 
17th and also July 
31st we will be at 
the Fanwood Re-
cycling Center 

from 8:45 AM to 1:00 PM. We 
unload cars with recyclable items 
and sort the material into bins. 

Spring has sprung into action. 
Almost time for outdoor grilling 
& parties. Consuming more juice, 
soda, snacks? You can give FUSP 
5% of your supermarket bills at 
NO additional cost to YOU! 
How? Pay for whatever you buy 
with Supermarket Cards, which 
YOU can get every Sunday after 
services to use at: Kings, Path-
mark, Shoprite, Stop&Shop.  

It is so easy: Buy Cards with 
check or cash at our table in the 
Parish Hall next to the office after 
services every Sunday. Think of 
them as store money useable for 
all goods sold by the store.  

We have cards in varying de-
nominations, like a debit card 
with a cap. Any questions: See us 
at our table, or call Pat Heath or 
Ralph Braskett.  

AMAZON.COM 
SALES GIVE US 5%  

Do you use Amazon.com? If so, 
click on the Amazon.com icon to 
the right and the church will re-
ceive an award of 5% of sales that 
come directly from clicking on 
our link. If you leave the Amazon 
web site, be sure to click on 
FUSP's link to get back into it. 
This is a Real Easy way to grow 
funds for the church!   

Grocery Certificates 

Churchyard 
Barbecue 

It's back and better than ever! 
Churchyard Barbecue, Sunday, 
June 27th, following the service. 
Enjoy hot dogs, hamburgers, veg-
gie burgers, and all the trimmings 
on our beautiful patio. $10 per 
person, $25 per family. 

FUSP receives $225 for each day 
and this not only helps our operat-
ing budget but also the environ-
ment. We need 12 people on each 
date in order to receive the $225. 
Anyone 12 or older can help. 
Please let Fred Lange know if you 
can help.    
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MEMBERSHIP DEVELOPMENT 
WHERE IS THE 
BEST PLACE YOU 
HAVE EVER BEEN?  

Where have you been? What do 
you remember of it? On Satur-
day, June 12th, will be our next 
Men’s Breakfast, at 9 AM in 
the Stevens Room (the Service 
Auction is that evening). Our 
topic is, “Where is the best place 
you have ever been?” It could 
have been at the ends of the earth 
or around the corner. What made 
it memorable? Bring pictures if 
you have any. Fred Lange will 
lead the discussion.  

Caring COmmittee 

• Our deepest and sincere condolences to the Reading family on 
Allan's tragic death. He will be greatly missed by all who knew him, 
and that is many. 

• Our supportive thoughts go out to Patrick McGrory and his friend 
from college who is failing from ALS.  

• We were glad to hear that Kate Riegel's daughter, Pauline's health 
condition is in remission.  

• Wishing complete and speedy healing to Pat Garly & Pat Dough-
erty who both had hip replacement surgery recently.  

• Congratulations to Kathy Cravatts & Marion Gasperski who cele-
brated their commitment ceremony here at FUSP.  

• We wish speedy and complete healing to Gail Sweeney who under-
went surgery the first week in May.  

• We were sorry to hear of Tony Toscano's heart attack but are 
pleased to report that it was considered a minor one and he has been 
cleared to go back to regular activities. We offer continued support 
to the Toscano family in their ongoing struggle with Jessica's ill 
health.  

• We were pleased to see Meredith Slotoroff back in church with her 
new daughter, Ember Quinn.  

• Congratulations to Paul & Bettina Caluori who signed the FUSP 
membership book 10 years ago in May. 

Women's  
Alliance  
Book Group 

The Women's Alliance Book 
Group will meet on Thursday, 
June 10th at 7:00. We are read-
ing "Island Beneath the Sea" by 
Isabel Allende.  Please come with 
suggestions for our September 
Book.   — Kathy Weldy 

Women's Alliance 

Saturday, June 19th in the Ste-
vens Room from 10 am to noon.  

It's June again, time for our an-
nual planning meeting.  Come 
with your ideas for future discus-
sions and programs.  We'll look 
back at some of the things that 
were set in motion this past year 
and think about our direction for 

next year, as well as choosing 
some topics for next year's meet-
ings.  We welcome new people 
and new suggestions.   

Reserve the date:  Our annual 
summer picnic will be on Satur-
day, July 17th.  Let's celebrate!  
Watch for more details in the next 
newsletter. 

Contacting Us 

Do not send emails to personal ac-
counts.  Emails sent to "newletter-
website@fusp.org" are sent to both 
the newsletter and the website edi-
tors, directly.  If you send emails to 
one of our personal accounts, the 
editor of the other publication will 
not receive it.  Did you know?  We, 
editors, sometimes travel without 
access to our email accounts.  If you 
sent an email, it could be sitting in 
someone's email box unread! 
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SOCIAL ACTION & COMMUNITY OUTREACH 

CALLING ALL GARDNERS or would Be Gardeners! 

PSE&G's RESIDENTIAL WHOLE HOUSE ENERGY EFFICIENCY 
PROGRAM 

SEVENTH ANNUAL CIVIL RIGHTS JOURNEY 

Sign up on June 20, 2010 for 
PSE&G’s Residential Whole 
House Energy Efficiency Pro-
gram  

GreenFaith is partnering with 
PSE&G to offer eligible Plain-
field, Paterson, Passaic and New 
Brunswick residents 
• A FREE home energy audit 
• Up to 10 FREE energy efficient 

light bulbs 
• A FREE programmable thermo-
stat 
• Up to 8 hours of FREE air seal-
ing  
These FREE services - worth 
over $1,300 – can help house-
holds cut their energy costs and 
protect the environment.  

Participants will also receive a 
no-obligation proposal to replace 

furnaces, windows, or doors, with 
PSE&G paying 50-80% of the 
cost and the participant’s portion 
added to their monthly PSE&G 
bill in equal monthly installments 
with no interest over 5 years.  

To sign up, see the GreenFaith 
representative on June 20, 2010 
after worship service during the 
coffee hour or call 866-620-4322 
x 306.    

You are invited to join us on the 
seventh annual UUSC Civil 
Rights Journey, July 10–17. Re-
trace the steps of the U.S. civil-
rights movement through Atlanta, 
Tuskegee, Montgomery, Selma 
and Birmingham.  

Meet & hear directly from some 
of the courageous people who 
worked to desegregate schools, 
register new voters, and bring an 
end to racial discrimination in the 
US. This is one week that could 

change your whole life!  

The cost for this intergenerational 
trip — for everyone age 14 and 
older — is $800, which includes 
hotel, meals, museum admissions, 
workshops, and local transporta-
tion. Participants are responsible 
for providing their own transpor-
tation to and from Atlanta, GA.  

Do you know anyone who might 
be interested? Please help us 
spread the word about this oppor-
tunity within your community!  

For more information, including a 
flier and application that you can 
download, please visit our web-
site (www.uusc.org/content/
freedom_summer_civil_rights 
_journey_2010). Please do not 
hesitate to contact the Experien-
tial Learning team with any ques-
tions you may have by calling 
Kara Smith at 617-301-4392.  

Sincerely,  
UUSC's Experiential Learning 
Team  

We are planning to plant a fall 
and spring vegetable garden in 
Plainfield. This project will be 
done in conjunction with other 
Plainfield churches and coordi-
nated by Gail Jones. If you are 
interested in gardening, sign up so 
we can get an idea how many 

people will be contributing to this 
project. All produce will be do-
nated back to the community. 
More details will follow.  

Sign up by contacting Theresa 
Jefferson. Contact information 
can be found in the directory.    

More information on next page 
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COMMUNITY ACTION TO ADDRESS YOUTH VIOLENCE IN 
PLAINFIELD  
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DATED MATERIAL – PLEASE RUSH 

 
  

We occasionally hear something 
about "Gang" violence in Plain-
field , but little about action to do 
something about it. Our Racial 
Justice Committee has decided 
that the time has come. We have 
been working with five other 
Plainfield churches, Angels in 
Action and the "People's Organi-
zation for Progress" to sponsor a 
community forum to address th 
problem. The mission of our 
group, "Project Hope", is 
"Engaging together as a commu-
nity to build a positive, safe, nur-
turing environment so our youth 

of today can be our leaders of to-
morrow."  

The forum panel, consisting of 
local government and educational 
officials, including the Mayor,  a 
victim's family member, a re-
formed ex-offender turned com-
munity organizer, and young peo-
ple, will explore the issues and 
potential solutions with an audi-
ence of families, youth, and con-
cerned citizens in our Parish Hall 
in June 3rd 6:30 - 9:00 pm. There 
will be light refreshments and en-
tertainment.   

FUSpers who are eager to do 
something about the systemic ra-
cism which underlies youth prob-
lems in our Plainfield community 
should contact Carl Heath.  

SOCIAL ACTION & COMMUNITY OUTREACH 

Newsletter 
Deadline 

Advertising or Print: June 14  
Electronic submissions: June 21 
Assembling & Mailing: June 29 

Submit to newsletter-
website@fusp.org, not to per-
sonal email accounts.   


